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Justice Committee  
 

Petition PE1449: Scottish Administrative Justice Council 
 

Letter from the Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 27 September about Petition PE1449 by 
Accountability Scotland which the Committee is considering. 
 
You have noted my letter of 4 September which outlines my intention to set up, as an 
interim measure, a non-statutory Ministerial advisory group on administrative justice 
and tribunals when the UK Government abolishes the Administrative Justice and 
Tribunals Council (AJTC) including its Scottish Committee. 
 
You have asked for further information about the functions of the advisory group, the 
timetable for its creation and the consideration of the longer-term solutions. 
 
The UK Government first announced its intention to abolish the AJTC in 2010.  
However, over the past two years it has been unclear as to when the Ministry of 
Justice intends to lay the Order for abolition.  Against this background of uncertainty 
and following discussions between Scottish Government officials and the Scottish 
Committee of the AJTC, I wished to provide some clarity and continuity by confirming 
I would wish many of the functions of the Committee to continue when abolition 
finally occurs.  he  set-up of the interim advisory group depends upon the timing of 
abolition, determined by the Ministry of Justice. Recent communication between 
officials indicates that the Ministry of Justice may now be preparing to lay the 
necessary Order for abolition. However, given the Order is not yet laid, abolition is 
now not possible until some time in the new year.   
 
Scottish Government officials have already met with members of the Scottish 
Committee of the AJTC to consider the options as to how best to provide support 
administrative justice and tribunals in Scotland, including the potential functions of 
the non-statutory Ministerial advisory group. The Scottish Committee is setting up a 
working group with external members, which plans to provide recommendations to 
the Scottish Government early in the new year. Once I have considered their report, I 
will update the Committee accordingly.  
 
On the long-term options the Cabinet Secretary for Justice, in response to a 
parliamentary question on 19 September, confirmed to Parliament that work has 
started on developing a Scottish strategy for administrative justice. Scottish 
Government officials will work with members of the Scottish Committee, as well as 
other interested groups, on the development of this strategy.  Again, I will update the 
Committee as this work progresses. 
 
Roseanna Cunningham MSP 
Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs 
30 October 2012 
 


